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Western
goes down
in sex study

Part one of a three-part series on Western's enrollment

By EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com

they want to see what we have to offer,” she said.
Admissions staff members recruit students in different stages, depending on what level of connection they
have with Western, said Dean Kahler, associate vice
president for Academic Affairs.
The first step in recruitment is informing potential
students about Western’s academic and athletic success,
Kahler said.
The Admissions staff gets Western’s name out by
visiting high schools and college fairs and talking to students individually, Woodard said.
Recruiters on and off campus focus on promoting
academic programs, small class sizes and the beauty of
campus, Woodard said.
After they’ve heard about Western, potential students
are encouraged to visit campus, Kahler said.
The campus visits include a tour that’s partly a bus
ride and partly on foot, Woodard said.
“Tours give a holistic view of campus,” she said. “We
cover the Hill from top to bottom.”

A Trojan study gave Western a high “C” rating when it comes to sexual health information
and resources.
Western fell 10 spots on Trojan Brand Condoms’ list of the
sexually healthiSun Belt rankings
est schools.
Trojan reHow Western ranks
leased its fourth
among the Sun Belt
annual Sexual
Conference’s schools
Health Report
on the Trojan Brand
Card this week,
Condoms Sexual Health
ranking Western
Report Card:
55th — down
from 45th last
year — out of
■ Florida Atlantic - No. 5
141
colleges
■ Louisiana-Monroe evaluated across
No. 29
the country, with
■ Florida International
a grade point av- No. 36
erage of 2.71.
■ Denver - No. 54
The study fo■ Western - No. 55
cused on schools
■ North Texas - No. 80
that have teams
■ Arkansas-Little Rock
in major NCAA
- No. 104
conferences.
Health Ser■ South Alabama vices officials
No. 105
say they haven’t
■ New Orleans - No. 124
heard of the re■ Troy - No. 132
port, but they
■ Louisiana-Lafayette have
several
No. 135
ways to keep
■ Arkansas State students in good
No. 136
sexual health.
Trojan ofSource: Trojan Brand
ficials said in
Condoms
a news release
news release
that they used
13 categories to
calculate a university’s sexual
health, including:
■ Student opinion
of the health center
■ Availability of
sexual awareness programs
■ Contraceptive/condom availability and costs
■ HIV testing, cost and
location

SEE SPIRIT, PAGE 5

SEE SEX, PAGE 6
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Montez Gary, left, and her daughter, Jessica Gary, a senior at Franklin High School in Franklin, Tenn., take in a view of the Hill during
a bus tour for prospective Western students on Tuesday.

Selling the Spirit
Recruitment efforts designed to brings students to Western
By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

High school students touring campus probably don’t
know the shortcuts to the top of the Hill or how to get the
most out of a meal plan.
But through the university’s recruitment efforts, they
might choose to attend Western and find out.
Western had the biggest growth in undergraduate enrollment among Kentucky schools in the past 10 years,
and recruitment efforts contributed to the increase, Admissions Director Scott Gordon said.
He said he doesn’t think recruitment techniques are
different than they were 10 years ago, though.
“It’s just that more students have realized all that
Western has to offer,” he said. “As more people see that
Western is a good fit for them, they tell their friends, and
word gets out. “
Personal contact between the Admissions staff members and potential students brings students to Western,
said Finley Woodard, associate director of Admissions.
“When people hear we are doing great things, then

Employees collect packages for troops
By SPENCER JENKINS
news@chherald.com

Some members of the
Western community want to
boost soldiers’ morale with
gifts from home — especially with the holiday season
approaching.
Associate History Professor Andrew McMichael, Karl
Laves, assistant director of
the Counseling and Testing
Center, and others are sending care packages to soldiers
stationed in Altimur, Afghanistan.
Laves said in an e-mail
that students are also encouraged to send items.
McMichael said there’s
a soldier enrolled in his
American Revolution class
who’s stationed in Altimur.

He’s taking the class online.
Paul Corbitt, a graduate
student from Clayton, N.C.,
gave McMichael ideas about
how to start the project and
what to send in care packages.
“It’s a way to remind
people we have students out
there with a difficult job to
do,” McMichael said.
Soldiers prefer not to get
typical care package items,
such as drink mixes and romance novels, he said.
Soldiers ask for items
such as MP3 players and
accessories, action DVDs,
magazines such as Maxim
and the National Enquirer,
tobacco products and candy
that’s easy to carry in pockets, McMichael said.

It’s a way to remind people we
have students
out there with
a difficult job to
do."
—ANDREW McMICHAEL
Associate history professor

They get a lot of novels
and drink mixes that they
don’t really need, he said.

Student suggests
items soldiers want
By SPENCER JENKINS
news@chherald.com

While there are lots of possible gifts to send soldiers stationed overseas, Louisville junior Andrew Skinner narrowed
down what soldiers really
want.
Skinner, who’s back at Western now, was stationed outside
Fallujah, Iraq from summer
2005 to spring 2006.
He said that, although more

resources are
available
at
recently built
forts, the need
for care packages still exists.
“Snacks are
always good,”
he said. “Movies go over SKINNER
very well even if
you’ve seen them before.”
SEE STUDENT, PAGE 3

SEE TROOPS, PAGE 3

Students
& Screams
Students share fun
and frights at haunted
houses. PAGE 3

Costumes

Ghost stories

Dressing up with a
dressed-down budget.
ONLINE

Western student writes
thesis on campus
ghostlore. ONLINE
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CRIME REPORTS
Reports
■ Autumn Johnson,
Minton Hall, reported on
Oct. 28 that someone
changed her Facebook and
Yahoo passwords.
■ James Duplessis reported on Oct. 28 that his
laptop was stolen from the
Chiller Plant. The value of
the theft was $1,200.
■ William Whobrey, Southwest Hall, reported on Oct.
27 that his cell phone was
either missing or stolen.
The value of the cell phone
is $100.
Arrests
■ James Edward Miley III
was arrested on Oct. 29
and charged with alcohol intoxication. He was
released the same day on
time served.
■ Dawan Robinson, Keen
Hall, was arrested in the
Keen lobby on Oct. 28 and
charged with burglary. As
of press time, he was still
being held in the Warren
County Regional Jail.

CORRECTION
■ Due to a Herald error,
the name of the band
Canago was misspelled in
a front page article about
music events in Bowling
Green in the Oct. 27 issue.
The Herald regrets the error.
The College Heights Herald
corrects all conﬁrmed errors
that are brought to reporters' or editors' attention.
Please call 745-6011 or 7455044 to report a correction,
or e-mail us at editor@
chherald.com.
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friday
Red Cross Blood Drive
10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Red Cross, 430 Center St.
The Massacre
7 p.m. to midnight at 1960 Three Springs Road
Admission is $15; $25 for The Massacre, the haunted trail and spooky golf
Skeleton’s Lair Haunted Woods and Hayride
7 p.m. to midnight at 48 Locketts Dream Road
Admission is $18
The Haunted Hospital
7 p.m. at 88 Hillview Drive, Scottsville
American Hauntings
8 p.m. at the Public Theater of Kentucky, 545 Morris Ave.

BG
WKND
The Herald publishes a weekend
calendar every Friday. Send your
post request by noon Thursday
to calendar@chherald.com.

saturday
Bowling Green Farmers’ Market
6 a.m. at Hobby Lobby on Scottsville Road
The Medical Center 10K Classic
Starts at 8:30 a.m. on University Boulevard near the Creason lot and ends
in front of Houchens-Smith Stadium
For more information, go to www.themedicalcenter10kclassic.com.
Railroad Ghost Stories
8:30 a.m. at the L&N Depot, 401 Kentucky St.
Admission is free
See www.wkuherald.com for more information about this event.
Kentucky High School Rodeo
7 p.m. at the Ag Expo Center, 4660 Nashville Road
Admission is $8 for adults and $4 for children
The Massacre
7 p.m. to midnight at 1960 Three Springs Road
Admission is $15; $25 for The Massacre, the haunted trail and spooky golf
Skeleton’s Lair Haunted Woods and Hayride
7 p.m. to midnight at 48 Locketts Dream Road
Admission is $18
The Haunted Hospital
7 p.m. at 88 Hillview Drive, Scottsville
American Hauntings
8 p.m. at the Public Theater of Kentucky, 545 Morris Ave.
Rocky Horror Picture Show
10 p.m. at the Capitol Arts Theatre, 416 E. Main Ave.

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

For additional
content and
multimedia visit
us at the new

sunday
Drag racing
9 a.m. to 10 p.m. at Beech Bend Raceway, 798 Beech Bend Road
Kentucky High School Rodeo
2 p.m. at the Ag Expo Center, 4660 Nashville Road
Admission is $8 for adults and $4 for children
American Hauntings
3 p.m. at the Public Theater of Kentucky, 545 Morris Ave.

INTERESTED IN GARDASIL ?
GARDASIL IS WIDELY AVAILABLE AND MANY
PRIVATE INSURANCE PLANS* COVER IT.
TALK TO YOUR CAMPUS HEALTH CENTER
OR OTHER HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects of prescription drugs to the FDA.
Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088.

GARDASIL is a registered trademark of Merck & Co., Inc.
Copyright © 2009 Merck & Co., Inc. All rights reserved. Printed in USA.

*While your insurance company may reimburse
for GARDASIL, coverage and reimbursement for
an individual patient depends on the patient’s
insurance beneﬁts concerning coverage for vaccines.
20904324(12)-09/09-GRD
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Haunted house actors
reveal work secrets
By KAYLA GOLLIHER
news@chherald.com

The silence that filled the old house
was suddenly broken with a piercing
scream as a man began dragging and beating a woman covered in blood.
More screams echoed as another man,
chained to the wall, shouted in delight,
“Get her!”
The first man dragged the woman to
the fridge and stuffed her inside.
Bowling Green senior Nick Stewart,
the man chained to the wall, didn’t mind
that his friend terrorized his fiancee. It’s
their job.
The three are actors at The Massacre, a
haunted house on Three Springs Road.
“Sometimes, I’m shackled in the kitchen and scream nonsense,” Stewart said.
“Sometimes, I come out and mess with
the crowds in line.”
As an actor, Stewart said it helps to be
able to read people.
“If they are scared, I’ll be louder and
more in their face, but if they aren’t, then
you just have to have fun with them,” he
said.
Bowling Green resident Jason Berry is
Stewart’s friend and co-worker who harasses his fiancée in the haunted house.
Berry said some people are just hard to
scare.
“I don’t know if they are just trying to
act tough in front of their girlfriends, but
the funniest guys are the ones who actually hide behind their girlfriends,” he said.
Keeping a straight face while watching
other people’s reactions is a tough task,
Berry said.
“That’s what the masks are for,” he
joked.
Berry recalled a time when he scared
someone so badly that she fell on the floor
and crawled away.
“She grabbed her friend and pulled
him on top of her. He was trying to get
away from her, so he was just dragging
her along,” Berry said. “I lost it. I was on
my hands and knees laughing.”
While the actors are sometimes amused
by reactions, some customers become terrified beyond control.
Glasgow freshman Blake Perkins,
an actor at Skeleton’s Lair Haunted

If they are scared, I’ll
be louder and more in
their face, but if they
aren’t, then you just
have to have fun with
them."
—NICK STEWART
Bowling Green senior

For more Halloween stories

WKUHERALD.COM
Woods and Hayride, said customers peeing themselves is a typical night at haunted houses.
“Seriously, I’m not exaggerating,” he
said. “A lot.”
Perkins admitted that a lot of crazy
things happen throughout his nights at
work.
“I was chasing a girl, and her father
grabbed me and told me to stop or she
would pass out,” he said. “I didn’t really
know how to handle that, so I just left her
alone.”
The idea of completely terrifying
someone is an adrenaline rush for some
actors, said Bowling Green senior Travis
Bilbrey, co-owner of The Massacre.
“You get some type of power trip from
seeing someone afraid,” he said.
Stewart said he enjoys weirding people
out just as much as scaring them.
“I was messing with the crowd last
week, just picking up hay and chewing
it,” he said. “I was carrying an axe and
threw it on the ground to get mud on it,
then licked it off just to see people’s reactions.”
Perkins said his job isn’t always about
scaring people.
“It’s more about making them laugh
and entertaining them,” he said.

34 LANES
BILLIARDS
INDOOR MINIATURE GOLF
BATTING CAGES
FULL SERVICE LOUNGE
ICE SKATING

THURSDAY NIGHTS
$1.00 MANIA
10 pm - 2 am

$1.00 per Game - $1.00 Drafts
or
RENT A LANE FOR ONLY $40.00
9:30 pm - 1:30 am
Includes: Unlimited Bowling, Up to 4 FREE Shoe
Rentals, Large Pizza & a Soda or Pitcher
of Beer (Min. 4 per lane)
(Retail Value $72.50)

TROOPS
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

McMichael said it’s
great that people send
things, and they have good
intentions, but it’s not exactly what soldiers need.
Laves said soldiers
also want letters describing what’s happening
state-side.
McMichael is collecting items from the history
department and other departments in Cherry Hall
to send off.
Laves is working with
the Counseling and Testing Center to arrange care

STUDENT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

To pass the time, many
soldiers enjoy athletic activities, too, which makes
inflatable footballs and
other sports equipment
good gifts, Skinner said.
Soldiers also enjoy
some relaxing activities,

3

packages.
“We are hoping the
idea will spread grassroots-style, and other departments will join in,”
Laves said in an e-mail.
McMichael
said
they’ve sent off three care
packages already, and
they’ve had positive reactions. He said soldiers
approve of their gifts.
“You miss little things
that we take for granted,”
he said.
Louisville junior Andrew Skinner was stationed in Iraq from 2005
to 2006.
“Anything sent to occupy time was nice, be-

cause there is a lot of free
time,” he said.
With holidays around
the corner, McMichael
said it’s a good time to
send items for Thanksgiving and Christmas to lift
soldiers’ spirits.
Laves said he hopes
people on campus spend
some time or money on
gifts for the soldiers.
“Whether you support
the war or not, you can’t
deny that there are many
people overseas, some
with ties to the WKU
family, who are in a tough
spot, doing a hard job, and
they could use a big red
box,” he said.

such as reading magazines
and completing puzzles to
pass the time, he said.
“We would read a variety of magazines,” Skinner said. “Beggars can’t
be choosers.”
Any food that stores
well and prepackaged
candy work well in a care
package, too, he said.
He recommends that

items be sent in smaller
boxes.
Large boxes often get
in the way, he said.
Skinner said companies
such as the Harley-Davidson Motor Company send
soldiers gifts, including
bandanas and posters,
during Christmas.
“It’s kind of like playing with toys,” he said.

WKUHERALD.COM
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Let kids be kids
Recommended Halloween curfew takes
the fun out of trick-or-treating

T &
B
OPS

THE ISSUE: Bowling Green officials have asked
trick-or-treaters to be off the street by 7 p.m. on Halloween.

OTTOMS

OUR VIEW: Trying to make Halloween safer for children is a noble effort, but the city has gone too far by
installing a superficial curfew on trick-or-treaters.
Halloween is supposed to be a night filled with crazy costumes, pillowcases full of candy and late-night
scares for trick-or-treaters.
But thanks to Bowling Green’s new policy suggesting that trick-or-treating be completed by 7 p.m.,
children are likely to lose part of the classic Halloween
mystique by heading home before the sun goes down.
So much for “letting kids be kids.”
Bowling Green’s effort to make the holiday safer is
respectable, but it’s the job of parents to say when their
children should finish celebrating, not city officials.
After all, some parents don’t even get home from work
until 5 p.m. or later, which seriously cuts into a child’s
trick-or-treating time under the suggested curfew.
The move is even more puzzling this year since Halloween falls on a Saturday instead of a school night,
meaning children will be up later than usual anyway.
Allowing city-sponsored activities to extend past the
curfew also weakens the argument from city officials as
it represents an obvious double standard.
Bowling Green police said they are concerned about
the combination of trick-or-treaters and drivers being
on the street late at night.
However, most of the trick-or-treating done in Bowling Green takes place in neighborhoods where there’s
less traffic and activities are closely supervised.
Furthermore, any sensible driver will expect children to be in the streets on Halloween and will use extra
caution as a result.
If city officials are concerned about children trickor-treating outside of neighborhoods, they should install more sidewalks to help ensure their safety instead
of recommending a curfew.
It’s bad enough that children now have to deal with
health-conscious neighbors who give out apples and
toothbrushes on Halloween instead of sugary treats.
The last thing they need is another attempt to sanitize and suck the fun out of such a beloved holiday.
What’s next, a policy recommending children be in
bed by 8 p.m. on Christmas Eve so they don’t see Santa
Claus?
This editorial represents the majority opinion of the
Herald’s 11-member editorial board.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
Protest against rasies
justiﬁed
I wanted to thank the members of the editorial board for
taking the side of faculty and
staff members and for printing
the article about pay raises. As
a student at WKU, I spend thou-

sands of dollars a semester for tuition, books, food, etc. Included
in my tuition are fees that I have
not been aware of. I understand
that faculty and staff should get
a bonus or raise at some time,
but when the economy is suffering as it is and every student is
scraping for cash, why can the

administration not hold off on
pay increases? Staff and faculty
members that are being paid a
whopping $141,000 should not
take a raise. If that person were
to take the money and give it
back to the school, THAT would
be an extreme act of honor and
I would have utmost respect for

them. Take the proposed money
and give every student a $1,000
scholarship for next semester. I
do not blame faculty and staff for
protesting these raises and I support their protest as well.
Justin Hornback
Elizabethtown senior

TOPS to Halloween and
free candy tomorrow.

BOTTOMS to the bottoms that shouldn’t
be showing in skimpy
Halloween costumes.

TOPS to daylight saving
time giving students
another hour of sleep.

BOTTOMS to needing
an ark to get to class
through all the rain.

TOPS to Western football being recognized
for a new record.

BOTTOMS to Western
football’s new record
being the nation’s
longest losing streak.

hot
TOPIC
Be sure to check the
Herald's Facebook fan
page for new topics of
discussion each week.

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine
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SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries on
topics of public interest.
Here are a few guidelines:

diversions@chherald.com

Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@chherald.com

Sports 270.745.4874
sports@chherald.com

Photo 270.745.6281
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1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be about 500
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
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work.

3. For veriﬁcation, letters
and commentaries MUST
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number, home town and
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4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.
6. Letters and commentaries
must be received by 7 p.m.
on Sunday and Wednesday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reﬂect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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SPIRIT
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

High school senior Nathan Grider from Jamestown
toured campus Thursday.
Grider said the most important factor to him when
picking a college is the academic program for pre-med,
the field he wants to pursue.
He said the atmosphere
also makes a difference.
“I want to find out what
Western’s all about,” Grider
said.
Mackenzie Fox, a Nashville high school senior, also
toured campus Thursday.
She said she decided to
visit because her cousin went
to Western.
Fox said she’s looking at
factors such as housing and
tuition when deciding on the
right college for her.
After potential students
visit campus, the Admissions staff sends marketing
materials to them that target
their specific interests, Kahler
said.
Officials constantly reevaluate their marketing tools
and look for ways to make
them more effective, he said.
Recruitment materials can
now be customized with potential students’ names and
are available online, Kahler
said.
Gordon said the Internet
opened up new recruitment
options, such as Twitter and
Facebook, in recent years.
Having recruitment materials online is cheaper and
makes those materials more
accessible, Kahler said.
With so many potential
students, the Admissions
staff has had a busy fall semester, Woodard said. There
have been times this semester
when everyone in Admissions was out of the office
recruiting.
She said she doesn’t think
there’s any one aspect of recruiting that makes students
choose Western.
“A combination of everything that we do makes students interested,” she said.
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Western grad lives on love of photography
“I’m able to look through a
journalist’s
point of view at phodiversions@chherald.com
tographs, and it really helps me,”
Brie Golliher, owner of BGB Golliher said. “I’m able to capPhoto & Design at 422 E. Main ture an image my clients aren’t
Street, has lived in Bowling Green expecting.”
She opened the studio in Ausince she was born.
gust after extensive reThat’s why, when
modeling of the buildshe got the chance this
ing, Golliher said. She
the summer to expand
said she books photo
her photography busisessions regularly, and
ness from Alvaton to
the business is thrivBowling Green, she
ing.
jumped at the chance.
BGB
Photo
&
Sylvia Gaiko, asHer
Bowling
sociate
dean of the
Design
Green storefront faces
College
of
Health and
photo
studio
Fountain Square Park,
Human
Services,
said
422
E.
Main
Street
which Golliher often
she’s
used
Golliher’s
bgbphotodesign.com
uses for portrait sets.
studio for family
“The square is such
a supportive commu- Our Town is series that photos over a dozen
nity,” she said, while highlights Bowling Green times.
“Every
Father’s
keeping a close eye businesses that appeal to
student interests.
Day,
we
have
new
on her 13-month-old
family
photos
taken,
son, Brady, in the studio. “There are opportunities here and she always has new and crethat just don’t happen at my other ative ideas every year,” Gaiko
said. “She does excellent work.”
store.”
The basic sitting fee for any
Golliher said organized galportrait
is $50, Golliher said.
lery hops in the square bring new
Her
base
fee for weddings is
customers into her studio.
$1,500
and
includes two phoShe graduated from Western in
tographers.
2007 with a degree in photojour“My favorite sessions are
nalism. But she got her business
weddings,”
she said. “I’m with
license while in college as a porthe
brides
from
the very begintrait photographer, she said.
By WHITNEY KOONTZ
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Brie Golliher poses in her newly-opened photo studio on Main Street. The
Western graduate specializes in portraits and wedding photography.

ning, and I capture memories of
the couple’s most special and intimate moments.”
She works with another Western photojournalism graduate,
Alex Eckert, during weddings.
“We think on a similar wave
length,” said Eckert, who primarily works in Louisville. “We can
shoot the same moment from different perspectives. It’s a really
well-rounded partnership.”
Golliher displays other photographers’ and painters’ work
in her studio. She said her studio

doubles as a gallery for local artists who don’t have the space to
display their work.
She will become the recommended photographer for Bowling Green’s David’s Bridal store
this Sunday. She said she hopes
it will bring in a lot of new business.
“I love taking pictures,” Golliher said, reaching to pick up her
son. “I would do it even if I didn’t
make money, but I’m extremely
lucky to be able to live off my
love of photography.”

PROUD

WHY PAY MORE MENU

J>H

79¢ 89¢
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99¢

EVERYDAY ITEMS ONLY

OR

OR

2628 Scottsville Rd.
and 1162 W. 31 Bypass
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SEX
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Smoking study shows promising results
According to an earth-shaking study
recently conducted by the Tell Us What
We Want To Hear Foundation, smoking cigarettes creates more time in a
person’s life. Led by the organization’s
core research
team of
idealists,
the hopebased
study asserts that
for every
cigarette
a person
smokes, JENNIFER DOOPER
17.3 min- Herald columnist
utes can diversions@chherald.com
be added
to his or her life.
In addition to being encouragement for longtime addicts to take their
habit indoors, this long-hoped-for information is also a boon to terminally
ill patients across the country (scientists have already begun developing
cigarette-friendly respirators) and to
struggling tobacco companies, who
have been the butt of health officials’

criticism and advocacy campaigns.
“With this kind of news,” Cigarette
Executive Officer Joe Blow said, “I’m
going to be CEO of this trillion-dollar
industry forever, because not only will
I never want to die, but I don’t have
to.”
Indeed, it doesn’t seem like anyone
has to worry about anything anymore.
The Tell Us What We Want To Hear
(TUWWWTH, or “Tooth”) Foundation, which was founded in 2001 during George W. Bush’s first months as
president, has released several startling findings that have helped citizens
break free from any negative news
they’ve ever been misled to believe.
In one of their earliest studies, for
example, Tooth found that pioneering
Europeans were diplomatic with the
native population, citing the existence
of Native American DNA in many
current Americans. In a 2007 study
based on extensive field research in
Afghanistan, Tooth found that terrorism could actually be fought effectively with guns, a study that the American Psychiatrics Society later blamed
for a decline in the number of patients
seeking psychological help.

The only problem with the cigarette study, it seems, is that there are
some people who do not want to hear
it. Not surprisingly, the report has angered thousands of health officials and
practitioners around the nation who
have long depended upon the flaming schtick as a scapegoat for patients’
deaths.
“It was so simple before this study
to go into the waiting room and say
to patients’ families, ‘I’m sorry, but
his lungs failed because of cigarette
contamination. We did everything we
could,’” American Hospital Doctor
Lotsof Hotair said. “Now we’ll have
to come up with something else, as it
seems only non-smokers will be able
to die.”
Perhaps smokers knew after their
first drag that cigarettes gave life but
were scared to share the fact with the
rest of us because they believed that
the earth couldn’t handle people living
too long.
If Tooth’s ongoing study on overpopulation is promising — and it appears to be so — then we won’t have
to worry about that, either. It’s what
we want to hear, after all, that matters.

■ Other sexually-transmitted infection testing,
costs and location
■ Availability of anonymous advice
Health Educator Jataun
Isenhower, who hasn’t
heard of Trojan’s report,
said Health Services has
several ways to help students who want information on sexual health.
Health Services offers
free HIV screenings once a
month, as well as screenings for gonorrhea, chlamydia, syphilis, herpes and
hepatitis B and C for a fee
all the time, she said.
Health Services also
provides free condoms and
information sessions on
birth control, Isenhower
said.
Students wanting more
privacy can e-mail Health
Services or use the TopperWell Peer Health Educators program, which is
staffed by students trained
to give anonymous health
advice, she said.

WINLESS
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

This cycle has to be
a sign that Western will
win in Denton tomorrow.
Besides, North Texas has
already met their average
for victories in a season
under Todd Dodge — the
Mean Green had one win
in Dodge’s first season in
2008.
North Texas started
the entire trend of winless
teams getting their moment
for the season, so it’s all
got to come full circle this
Saturday. You can’t mess
with fate.
Doesn’t make sense to
you? Doesn’t matter. A lot
of people are out of answers
for this season. After looking

Bruce Tetreault, group
product manager for Trojan, said the company came
across some “sobering statistics” about sexual health
a few years ago, which led
to the report’s creation.
Only one in three sex
acts involves a condom,
and nearly 19 million sexually transmitted infections
are contracted a year, Tetreault said.
The report’s research
was fielded by an independent firm called Sperling’s
BestPlaces.
The company’s president, Bert Sperling, said
one aspect of the research
involved student feedback
from Facebook.
The company advertised a questionnaire on
Facebook, with questions
including, “Do you feel
that your student health
service is trustworthy, discreet and truthful when
consulted during sexual
health issues?”
More than 7,200 students nationwide responded to the survey, representing each of the 141 schools,
he said.

through the schedules, this
has to be a sign of hope. The
fan base will take anything
at this point.
It’ll also help that the
Mean Green are coming off
a 34-point loss to Troy, so
both teams will be itching
for a win. Call it the best
form of game hype for the
contest.
Trends have a way of
making themselves happen
in sports. No one can
explain it or predict it.
So look at the word
‘winless’ as just another
chance to break the cycle
this weekend. If Western
wins at North Texas
tomorrow, thank me.
And if Eastern Michigan
does pull the stunner in
Arkansas, I’m buying a
lottery ticket.
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TITLE
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“During the race, I
thought, ‘There is no way
we are winning this meet,’”
Bowers said. “When I was
done, I still thought we
didn’t win. Our top five
did not have a great season. But on that day, our
top five competed and got
things done.”
Patrick Jenkins said it
will take another unbelievable effort like last year to
win again.
“Everyone has to run

SENIORS
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Tinius said the seniors
have always been good
players, but they had to
go through an evolution
process
during
their
careers.
“Everyone goes through
one of those,” he said. “But
I think watching them grow
as people and watching
them hone their leadership
skills and mentor the young
players has been really
neat to see. That’s how you

ROLLER
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Skinner said she knows
she needs to become a
more reliable player, but
she believes she’s made
significant progress in
recent matches.
She said she feels
confident she’ll continue
to improve her consistency
because of Argabright’s
success.
“She
got
herself
mentally ready, so I know
I can too,” Skinner said. “I
just have to keep thinking
positive.”
Hudson said he thinks
Skinner could become
a player of Argabright’s
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the best they can to the
best of their ability on that
day,” he said. “Some guys
ran well other races, and
other guys have run well
in these certain races, but
it has to be simultaneous.
Everyone has to be clicking.”
How well the team performs in the conference
championship is a reflection on how successful the
season was, Bowers said.
“Basically what our
season comes down to is
the conference championships,” Bowers said. “It
means all of our team per-

formed well on the same
day at the same time. It
means we were the best
team that year.”
Although the Toppers
haven’t had a strong season, Patrick Jenkins said
he believes the team is prepared for race day.
“Anything can happen,”
he said. “Seeing the workouts we’ve put in and times
we’ve ran, I don’t know
if it would be as much of
a surprise as a relief that
we finally put together the
race that we knew we have
been able to put together
all season long.”

leave a legacy.”
Following
tonight’s
regular season finale against
Middle Tennessee State,
the Lady Toppers enter
the postseason looking to
earn their first ever NCAA
tournament berth.
But
Neidell
said
regardless of what the
team does in tonight’s
game or in the conference
tournament next week,
these Lady Toppers will
leave a lasting legacy.
“They are the class that
all else will be compared
to,” he said. “They’ve set

an example that younger
players want to emulate in
every class and with our
recruits as well.”
Friedman said she
hopes the program will
continue to grow and
improve once this senior
class is gone, much as it
developed during their
time at Western.
“It’s definitely going
to be tough to replace
this class, but that doesn’t
mean it can’t be done,”
Tinius said. “We have a
lot of great kids in our
program.”

caliber if she follows the
former Lady Topper’s
example.
“I am so excited about
her future,” Hudson said.
“People have still not seen
what she is capable of
doing.”
Argabright
said
Skinner’s future is up to
her, and she believes the
freshman has the skills to
become one of the most
successful Lady Toppers
of all time.
“She is her own worst
enemy, but once she gets
over her frustrations, she
will be tough to stop,”
Argabright said.
Skinner has had to play
a larger role than originally
intended because senior

outside hitter Aquila Orr’s
season ended with an
anterior cruciate ligament
injury in the Lady Toppers’
fifth match, Hudson said.
But he said Skinner was
never fazed by replacing
Orr, a member of this
year’s preseason all-Sun
Belt team, in the starting
lineup.
“Her goal was to make
an impact right away, so
Aquila’s injury just gave
her more of an opportunity
to show what she can do,”
Hudson said.
The Lady Toppers will
play two matches at Diddle
Arena this weekend, facing
Troy at 7 p.m. tonight and
South Alabama at 5 p.m.
on Saturday.

FOOTBALL
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Change not in the
Toppers' game plan
By JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com

It’s not 2005, and
Head Coach David Elson doesn’t intend to
treat this season as such
despite a 15-game losing streak — the longest
in the Football Bowl
Subdivision.
Midway
through
2005, Elson took over
play-calling duties from
then-second-year defensive coordinator Mike
Dietzel, who returned to
the position this season.
According to Elson, fans
shouldn’t expect similar
personnel switches this
time around.
“I think the worst
thing we could do after
all these young guys
have gotten experience
doing something is go
and change it on them,”
Elson said. “They’re going to have a lot of good
experience — good and
bad, however you want
to look at it — but it’s
experience within this
structure and this system, and the light will
go on at some point.”
Western
currently
fields the worst defense
in the FBS, allowing
509 yards per game, and
things have consistently
gotten worse. The Toppers gave up 646 yards
last Saturday at Middle
Tennessee State, the
most since allowing 657
in their 63-7 loss at Tennessee in September.
But with a defense

that started five un- the season calling the
derclassmen
against plays from ground level
Middle Tennessee, Di- but said he moved to the
etzel said the Toppers box at Navy to get a better perspective
aren’t
adding
on the offense.
any tweaks to
As a result of
the unit. Instead,
Jakes’ control
they’re scaling
of the offense,
back, trying to
Wells said the
improve
upon
squad has also
what the playbeen simplified
ers have already
to accommodate
been taught.
youth.
“We’ve got to
ELSON
“With (senior
get better at what
quarterback)
we’re
doing,”
Brandon (Smith)
Dietzel
said.
getting hurt and
“If
anything,
we maybe need
Kawaun
coming in, we scaled
to cut back and
a lot of things
not do as much.
back so he could
We’ve tried to
develop
himkeep it simple,
self,” Wells said.
and we’ve just
“We’re
pretty
got to execute
WELLS
what we’re domuch sticking
with the game
ing. The last
plan we came
thing you want
in with in the
to do is change,
spring and sumbecause
then
mer camp.”
you’re starting
Elson said noall over.”
body — not even
The offense,
himself — has
another
unit
been doing their
touting a firstDIETZEL
job this season.
year
leader,
The seventh-year
hasn’t been able
to keep their defensive coach said that’s not an
counterparts off the excuse but a fact.
“We’ve got three guys
field. Redshirt freshman
quarterback
Kawaun who are new coordinaJakes’ successful start tors,” Elson said. “All
at Navy aside, West- three are doing it for the
ern’s offensive produc- first time in this scenartion has been sub-par, io, in this role, and for
with the Toppers rank- whatever that’s worth, it
ing 113th in the nation can be a factor.
“No excuses, though.
in total yards.
Offensive coordina- We’ve got to get it
tor Walter Wells started done.”
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Six degrees
of winless
separation
In this business, patterns are a way
of life. Journalists track them, follow
them and report on them. It’s how we
put food on the table.
Winning breeds interesting patterns. Well, so does losing.
It’s been 13 months, 10 days and 16
games since
We s t e r n
last found a
‘W’ beside
a game on
their football schedule. It’s the
longest current losing
streak
in
DAVID HARTEN
the Football
The Walk-On
Bowl Subsports@chherald.com division and
something
that hasn’t
set well with the fan base.
But please, be calm, fans. I come
with good news: It has to be Western’s turn.
Western plays at North Texas tomorrow. The Mean Green is the only
other team in the Sun Belt without a
conference win.
They were, however, lucky enough
to keep themselves from a winless
season in a season-opening 20-10
victory against Ball State, a team that
Western lost to 24-7 at home last season.
Well, this season hasn’t been too
kind to the Cardinals, either.
The departure of former head
coach Brady Hoke and star quarterback Nate Davis prior to the season
have translated into a winless record
— including their own home loss to a
Football Championship Subdivision
team in New Hampshire.
That winless streak continued until last Saturday, when champagne
rained from the heavens in the form
of a 29-27 victory at still-winless
Eastern Michigan.
The football gods even saw fit to
bless Ball State by putting the soul
of Darren Sproles into the body of
5-foot-6-inch running back MiQuale
Lewis, who ran for a program-record
301 yards, the most by any player in
the FBS this season.
As for Eastern Michigan, they’re
sitting at 0-7 on the season, with a
trip to Arkansas looming this Saturday.
SEE WINLESS, PAGE 6
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The winningest class in the Lady Topper soccer program's history are, from left, senior defenders Rachel Friedman and Morgan Thomas, senior
goalie Leslie King, senior midﬁelder Megan Meinke and junior midﬁelder Nikki Workman, who was honored on senior day because she won't be
playing for the Lady Toppers next season. Two more seniors, defender Katie Walker and midﬁelder Kellie Walker, are not pictured.

Leaving a legacy
Seniors to exit Western as winningest class in program history
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@chherald.com

Lady Toppers Assistant Coach Chris
Tinius described this year’s senior class
as “winners.”
After all, that’s what they’ve done
more than any other class in school history.
The team’s seven seniors have contributed to 53 of Head Coach Jason
Neidell’s 105 wins with the program.
That total includes a 30-8-5 record in
the Sun Belt Conference and the program’s first and only Sun Belt regular
season championship in 2007.
They’ve also seen several players
named to the all-conference team, numerous Sun Belt players of the week
and even a nominee for the Lowe’s Senior Class Award.
Senior midfielder Kellie Walker
currently ranks second in program history with 67 points and third in assists
with 22.
Senior defender Morgan Thomas
said this class’s objective has always
been to leave a legacy.

They’ve laid the foundation of the values
and character that we
want our team to have
and the identity that is
Lady Topper soccer.”
—JASON NEIDELL
Coach

“We wanted to leave shoes that are
hard to fill,” she said. “This class has
so much passion for soccer. We love to
play and be on the field.”
Neidell said these seniors are the
class that have put Lady Toppers soccer on the map on a national scale.
But Neidell said the statistics and
records won’t be the only thing the seniors will be remembered for.

He said there’s more to the story
than what people see in the record
books, and the identity of the Lady
Toppers program can be traced to this
senior class.
“They’ve laid the foundation of
the values and character that we want
our team to have and the identity that
is Lady Topper soccer,” he said following the team’s 2-0 win over North
Texas on Sunday, when the class was
honored with a Senior Day celebration. “Regardless of what happens
from now on, they’ve left a lasting
impression on Western Kentucky
soccer.”
Senior defender Rachel Friedman
said she didn’t expect her class to become as successful as it did.
“When we got here, we were all
pretty shy and didn’t have a lot of confidence,” she said. “When some of us
started starting, we were all shocked
that we were even going to get to play
as freshmen. We didn’t expect to have
as much of an impact as we did.”
SEE SENIORS, PAGE 7

CROSS COUNTRY

Toppers look to take second straight SBC title
By EMILY PATTON
sports@chherald.com

Western’s men’s cross country
team is back in a familiar spot.
For the second year in a row,
the Toppers take on the role of
the underdog as they travel to
Monroe, La., in pursuit of their
second straight Sun Belt Championship title.
A season ago, counted out

and overlooked, Western was
expected to finish second to rival
Middle Tennessee State.
But the Blue Raiders’ number-one runner was unable to
finish the race while Western’s
team posted season-best times
and took the title.
“Whether you are the underdog or the favorite, you can lose
on any given day, and you can
win on any given day,” Head

Coach Erik Jenkins said. “This
is what we are in it for.”
Because the Toppers are not
favored, there won’t be much
pressure on the team, junior
Mark Bowers said.
Bowers said he hopes Western can pull off a "miracle."
“I don’t feel like there is stress
on us,” Bowers said. “I want to
go there relaxed and perform the
best that I can on that day.

Like last year, being an underdog has its advantages, senior
Patrick Jenkins said.
“It takes a lot of pressure off
of you,” he said. “Teams aren’t
gunning for you. They are gunning for other teams. It’s easier
to fly under the radar.”
The Toppers’ and their opponents’ results from previous
races no longer matter, Patrick
Jenkins said.

“We have not run some of the
times that would quite jump out
at people,” he said. “But we have
also been in this position before,
and it’s what you do on championship day.”
The team’s improved performance on the day of last season’s
championship made the surprise
win possible, Bowers said.
SEE TITLE, PAGE 7

VOLLEYBALL

Lady Topper on 'roller coaster'
By MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com

BRIAN POWERS/HERALD

Freshman outside hitter Jordyn Skinner attempts a kill over a Middle Tennessee State defender in a match on Oct. 20. The Lady Toppers lost 3-1.
Skinner ranks in the top two among all Lady Toppers in kills, digs, blocks
and assists, but she also has the most errors, with 110 in 87 sets played.

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

Head Coach Travis Hudson
put a 'Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'
label on freshman outside hitter
Jordyn Skinner's young career.
Skinner is one of the best
young players he has ever
coached, but she’s been fighting
an internal battle all season.
“Mentally, she is like a roller
coaster,” Hudson said. “She can
explode in excitement one play
and be in a shell the next.”
Skinner ranks in the top two

among all Lady Toppers (19- our team definitely outweigh the
7, 8-3 Sun Belt Conference) in few negatives,” Hudson said.
kills, digs, blocks and assists,
He compared Skinner to curbut she also has the most errors rent Lady Toppers graduate ason the team, with 110 in 87 sets sistant and four-time all-Amerplayed.
ican Megan Argabright, who
“I’ve been up and down, and said she experienced similar
that’s mainly because I play on struggles early in her career at
my emotions,” Skinner said.
Western.
Hudson said Skinner needs
“We both have this exto work on controlling those treme drive in us, and she goes
feelings on the court, but he through lots of mind games like
isn’t concerned with her incon- I did when I started out,” Argasistency as long as she keeps bright said.
producing in other areas.
“The positives she brings to SEE ROLLER, PAGE 7
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